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f severity had apparently been brought to a close, 
Associated as their presence was with the prospect 
f ot peace and national repose, shouts of joyful accla¬ 
mation greeted the monarchs as they passed along. 

Nearly forty years have elapsed since that time, 
np royal P ersona ges who took part in the scene 
o \\mch reference has been made, none now survive. 
Ut the multitude too, who shouted in their train, the 
I greater part have, doubtless, long since had their 
[ voices hushed m the silence of death. In the same 
pai r , lowever, another mighty gathering . is again 
* 1 nesse . Long as the interval is which separates 
i ie uvo occasions, there is yet a lin^: of connexion 
pe \,een them. The first gathering denoted the 
opening o an era of peace : the second marks the 
mode m which that peace has been improved. 

Urtlf Vlt ir° n haS £ one forth t0 the nations of the 
rvrwl , ( T m j? ^ ^ em to unite in exhibiting the 
Rv^ 1 p i 0t .v their , ind nstry and skill. Within 
stvnni- ■ ai ? las r * sen for their reception a 

■amilifi 1G W T ^ 0r , m * s ’ trough the engraver’s skill, 
fn o " Sa w USeh ? M thin ^ t0 millions, not only 
LTacefnl^f V,. Ut m d * stant lands. Light, airy, and 
lhan mao-i^i aS i S ^ Un ^ om t ? ie g round with more 
tiers k u* Ce ^ lt 3 r ? and, amidst a crowd of won¬ 
derful SC P er ^ a P s the thing that is most won- 

^. a ? e J° which we have thus alluded 

f'f whom will reJaSlhe^ 111111 / 0118 ofs P ectat 1 ors ’ ea ? h 

different lio-hts S , tructure ,^ nd } ts objects in 

[political f ’ .r* 10 statesman will view it m its 
pntific bearln ° Philosopher in its moral or sci- 
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If the exterior of the Crystal Palace awakens ad- 
niration, still more are the objects within it calculated 
o do so. It is filled with the manifold productions 
of manifold minds. From the raw material, up to 
the costliest combinations of it which wealth or genius 
can effect, specimens are here. Articles “ for necessity 
and convenience, for comfort and luxury, for orna¬ 
ment and display—things carved and moulded, 

. ast and minute, bold and elegant, simple and ela¬ 
borate-groups, heaps, masses of all manner ofeun- 
hmg work.” The multiplicity of objects bewilders 
the eye. Wonder reaches a point beyond which it 
cannot pass. Never perhaps was such a proof pre- 
bented of the triumph of mind over matter. Man, in 
this hall of nations, is seen as a prince subjugating 
bach province of material nature beneath his sway ° 
Many will stop short here. But are man’s skill 

lTXlf n 'ru : man S P °^ er ’ t0 be the sole objects of our 
IhTn A h lhlS Were Y Wlth the heathen of Old, to wor¬ 
th p the hammer, the axe, and the saw, and to for- 

Him .who bestowed the ability to wield them 
bet us use from the creature to the Creator In 
each form of beauty let us see fresh traces of that 

fcnt™ fif han t d 'f hidl givCS man thc mind to 
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Bavaria its bronzes. Austria surprises us with 
klegant designs in the household arts; the Zollverein 
follows with its rising train of manufactures; Hol- 
11 and, Spain, and Portugal have each some ingenious 
^novelty; America sends her homely but useful pro¬ 
ducts ; while India, Turkey, and China are rich in 
oriental luxuries. 

How clearly may we trace in such a varied spec¬ 
tacle the proofs that God intended originally the 
families of man to dwell in harmony and love. Each 
country is here seen to depend on some other, in a 
greater or a less degree, for productions that minister 
f° its comfort and enjoyment. As in the natural so 
an the social body, no part can say to another, “ I 
pave no need of you.” Why then, let us ask, have 
nations been so slow to learn this lesson ? What has 
rendered “ universal brotherhood ” all but an empty 
name. To what shall we attribute the jarring dis- 
cor which has hitherto kept those at variance whom 
jod made of one blood, and gifted with the same 
m e ectual powers ? Sin, we reply, is the cause. 1° 
pepai ing fiom the love of the Creator, man has 
bvAome the slave of selfish affections. Let this ele- 
Ef S f. e n tr T tive of happiness be removed; then, 

L no 1 ^ ^ len > will the true reign of fraternity 
lommence. & 

Whdeadmmng the productions of other countries, 

® V how . eve . r > much in the spectacle before us to 

tositmr> a S rat 'tude at the distinguished 

Ter v, f V 1C i^ England maintains in this exhibition. 

i,t £ " s y. stem appropriately represented 

, v 1C massive locomotive. The gigantic 
‘he Hr!t'f ri '’ ca ^ s her engineering victories at 

er nrot"T ^ The electric telegraph marks 
rariofl f° SS 1 ° scient 'hc discovery. Machinery m 
aned fo ms shows thats h c .tin h ^ lds the foremost 

[f Ma!Z t ChaniC j invention. The cotton fabrics 
(emind n • ri! an< t lc hardwares of Birmingham, 
° ei manufacturing greatness. Gigantic 
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masses of coal attest her mineral wealth. Agricul¬ 
tural products show the richness of her soil. 
Models of ships, docks and harbours illustrate the 
extent of her maritime and colonial resources, while 
delicate works of art prove that amidst the useful, 
her sons have not forgot the beautiful. 

If a foreigner were to call on us to point out the 
I object in all this varied collection which has most 
effectually contributed to our national greatness, we 
I would point out to him, not our steam-engines, not 
jour manufactures, not our ships ; but pausing before 
one of the least pretending portions of the building, 
we would take from amidst a number of copies of 
the word of God, in different languages, a version of 
the English Bible. “ Here/ 5 we would say, “has been 
I one of the main elements of our greatness.” While 
England was a Roman Catholic country, and this 
: volume was a sealed book, she remained an inferior 
political power. When the seal was taken off from it, 
however, the mental faculties of England’s children 

were unchained; invention and enterprise commenced 

their glorious career. May this book be ever dear 
to us and our children. When its truths are be¬ 
dimmed by Romish error, the sun of our country’s 
greatness will have begun to set. 

, V T 'concourse of men from every nation which 
this Inhibition will draw together, is not one of its 
least marvellous features. Such great gatherimrs 
have in former times taken place, hit them 
o jec s were of a far less elevated character The 
famihes of man in the ancient world assembled on 

together^the nation Jof G^reece^butto 

Sa had l 0n ’ WhlCh P erished in the snows of 
in Em’onp K e ? rCSenta 1 tlVeS from almost every state 

posewhkh’boimd Them C r fll tb WaS ^ he i S nobl ® P ur ' 

in the history"? fcvorfd th' Fw ^ fifSt time 
j °i me world, the representatives of 
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nations meet for an object purely pacific. Theii 
rivalry is bloodless. Their triumphs cause no tears 
to flow. The weapons of industry alone meet ir 

A gathering of so singular a character has natu- 
ia y given rise to varied speculations as to its results, 
fcome men of warm fancy seem to see in it the type 
o a go en age, and anticipate that from this period 
tht n vn ° ha ™ on y anc ^ goodwill will resound among 
_ • 1 / en men ? ^at war shall be banished, and 

nivd-sal peace commence her blessed reign. The 

mattpv °*fk t ^ e W ° r( ^ ^ 0C ^ , however, will look at 

wdl h a m ? re sobcr e J e - Gratefully as he 

as a 1 lls meetm g and endeavour to improve it 
nation ^ 9 ]? 8 0 . P j 0 m . ot: i n g feelings of goodwill among 
for -npoV ?l W1 . esire to see some better foundation 
ffosrJol -? 6 f ? 1 lt Presents. In the diffusion of the 

passions of nSnktd' he^'ln ’Tft ° n th ° ^ 

of thic Wn • nKln ^“ 7 he will look for the true source 
knows mi SS f ^ Without this agency, all peace, he 
6 Prec f i0us and ^certkin. 1 
the counties °X ever t ^ ese questions, let us gaze upon 
sure house S f r0t1 ^ w anders through this trea- 
“ a " d * k : IL There if somethin,; 
and as thp p ? S S ? ectac ^ e °f assembled multitudes; 
before it t vj e T ^ f nc ^, s over the sea of life rolling 
find an annrm an e ? 0 ( l uent writer of our day 

in nature^that^U C .! lustratio e n “ There are scenes 
The maiestvof th ^ soul Wlth solemnity and awe. 
night skv \u i 1 e 1 0ccan —the sublimity of the mid- 

sum-** 


everlasting + • w l. lts countless stars—tl 
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a sense of , e overpower the mind wit 
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creation’is poor^ 111 "^ 1 ^ 61106 of uninteUig* 
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swept from the firmament—when the sun shall have 
set to rise no more—when the elements of the visible 
creation shall have melted with fervent heat, then 
each soul now thrilling with attention will be exist¬ 
ing in full consciousness and imperishable being 
in depth of torment or in height of bliss.” 

Towards the middle of the last century an empress 
of Russia constructed a crystal palace, employing 
however as its material, not sheets of glass, but blocks 
of ice cut from the bosom of the Neva. Brilliantly 
for a while sparkled the glittering toy, and then 
melted away. Our Crystal Palace, too, must also 
one day disappear and be numbered amon«* the 
things that were. Each beauteous work of art which 
it contains will in due time perish; but the im¬ 
mortal beings who have congregated to behold its 
treasures shall know no end of their existence All 
too, who have crowded the avenues of this congress 
of nations—the monarch, the noble, the man of sci- 
ence, the merchant the giddy trifler, the gazino- 
rustic,, all, all shall meet again. The appointed 

iw«l- 1S f° n A le Wln «\ (oh that the thought mi-rbt 
awaken to reflection the children of folly!) when the 

Son of man shall gather before him all nations; when 
1 his shall be the final gathering n f v* t 

lading 6 joy^o^^eparTinto V^l ^t‘ U 

to prepare for this .solemn 11 '^ " ot a lCa ^- v 'Jooe so, 
the W^^***"- 
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will you seek to stand before the Judge in your own 
righteousness. The law of God demands a perfect 
obedience; it takes cognizance of the heart as well 
as ot the outward life, and pronounces on a single vio- 
| lation the awful penalty, “Cursed is every one that 
continueth not m all things which are written in 

i fr iM k of u the law t0 do them ‘” How welcome then 
nf p* *1 e S os pel sound. “ Now the righteousness 
I 1 h0U i t , he law is manifested, being witnessed 

J p G j aw u ^ n J^h<£ Prophets ; even the righteousness 
I L; Wh n C i 1S b 7 faith . of Jcs «s Christ unto all 
fprcn ^ )0n i l ^^^hat believe : for there is no dif- 
I "1 f ° r a11 ' lave sinned, and come short of the 
thrniKrli ib °^’ , bem ^. justified freely by his grace 
I whom 0 r , e , ledem Pii°n that is in Christ Jesus: 

' Thiono-b f d iL hath , • S ? t forth t0 be a propitiation 
I ness inv m - 1K b i° od ’ to declare his righteous- 
the forlipD - emission of sins that are past, through 
I his riobt ‘ dnCG k u° d ’ to declare, Isay, at this time 
tifier t? SDe f S V tbat hc might be just, and the jus- 
121—26 bmwhlch helievcth in Jesus,” Rom. hi. 

I to the^avf’ dear reader, while it is yet time, in faith 
Js^on cZT r ' ^ U - WiU find hJ m Ml of compas- 
I feet as a l n ? t <,lU '/i ( ? deep self-abhorrence at his 

Hcl, s„‘Jr i ^ u,1,y Ask hi ” f “ lhc 

Iup Christ’s Hcrbi hlS , stre ngth repent of sin and take 
|gracX rS en ,& a L d , eaS y 7 oke - Jnstified by his 

[Without "’alarm the^! US Spir 7 t ’ you wiU thcn ' rie "[ 

I gathering of tl, e advent of the great and final 
I * Bering of the nations before the Son of man. 
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